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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the application filed 03/1 9/99 
Claims 1-40 have been examined. 

2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-6,8-22,24-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Apfel 
et al . US-PAT-NO: 5974454 hereinafter Apfel. 

CLAIM 1,& 17. 

Apfel clearly anticipates, updating a software module, by identifying a first version of the 
software module, identifying a second version of the software module, and comparing/determining 
which of the first version and the second version of the software module is most current; and 
[Abstract, also see fig 4a] 

indicating that version of the software module determined to be most current, [see fig 4a, part 

#427] 



CLAIMS 2,&18. 
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The method of claim 1, further comprising obtaining that version of the software 
module determined to be the most current version, [see fig 4a, part # 427] 

CLAIMS 3&19. 

The method of claim 2, further comprising loading the obtained version of the 
software module. [see fig 4b, part # 454, and abstract] 

CLAIMS 4,&20. 

The method of claim 1, wherein the act of identifying a first version of the software module 
comprises communicating with a physical device associated with the software module.[abstract see 
database server, also 2: 30-35] 

CLAIMS 5,&2L 

The method of claim 4, wherein the act of communicating comprises determining an 
identifier value of the physical device.[8: 55-65,for identifier id as interpreted see versions of 
modules as cited and also refer to table on 9:1-5, for value "Ver =8.0"] 
CLAIMS 6,&22. 

The method of claim 5, further comprising determining a subsystem identifier value of the 
physical device. 

[8: 55-65,for subsystem see version of HTML converter in word processor program module 
and version of word processor module] 

CLAIMS 8,&24. 

The method of claim 1 , wherein the act of identifying a second version of the software 
module comprises communicating with an update information source, 
[abstract, see transmit query via the internet to database server]. 
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CLAIMS 9 \&25. 

The method of claim 8, wherein the act of communicating further comprises: 

identifying the software module to the update information source; [abstract]. 

receiving, from the update information source, an indication of the second version of the 

software module, [abstract]. 

CLAIMS 10,&26 

The method of claim 8, wherein the act of communicating comprises communicating by a 
modem. [fig l,part #54.also see 5:13] 
CLAIM 11, &27 

The method of claim 8, wherein the act of communicating comprises communicating 
by a computer network.[5:5-10] 

CLAIMS 72,&28. 

The method of claim 8, wherein the act of communicating comprises communicating with a database 
server device. [abstract]. 
CLAIMS 13&29 

The method of claim 1, wherein the act of determining comprises comparing at least one 
characteristic of the first identified first version of the software module with the same characteristic 
of the second identified first version of the software module. [abstract for characteristic ,see date]. 

CLAIMS 14&30 

The method of claim 1, wherein the act of indicating comprises visually displaying an 
indication of the software module determined to be the most current version to a user.[ see 10:23-28]. 
CLAIMS 15, & 31 

The method of claim 2, wherein the act of obtaining comprises retrieving that version of the 
software module determined to be the most current version from an update source. [see abstract]. 



CLAIMS 16, &32 
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The method of claim 15, wherein the act of retrieving comprises retrieving from an update 
source that is physically distinct from the location of the first identified version of the software 
module. [abstract, see server] 

CLAIM 33 

Apfel anticipates, a computer executed method to update a software module, comprising: 

identifying a software module;[abstract , identifying is inherent,see updating, software 

prgrogram module, would have to Identify module to update it.] 

automatically obtaining version information of the software module from a local 

source; [abstract see, registry key one computer]. 

automatically obtaining version information of the software module from a non-local source; 

[abstract]. 

comparing the version information from the local source with the version information from 
the non-local source; and[abstract,see determining current date between computer and database 
server]. 

automatically retrieving an update module for the software module if the version information 
from the non-local source is newer than the version information from the local source. [abstract] 

CLAIM 34. 

The method of claim 33, wherein the act of retrieving further comprises updating the 
software module with the retrieved update module.[abstract, also see fig 4a part #451], 

CLAIM 35. 

The method of claim 33, further comprising automatically updating the software module with 
a local update module obtained from a local media source if the version information from the local 
source is newer than the version information from the non-local source, [abstract]. 



CLAIM 36. 

The method of claim 33, wherein the act of obtaining version information from a local source 
comprises, obtaining version information from a registry file. [abstract]. 



• 
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CLAIM 37. 

The method of claim 33, wherein the act of obtaining version information from a local source 
comprises, obtaining version information from a local floppy disk.[see fig 1, part # 29,and also 
see,4:25-30,with respect to abstract] 



The method of claim 33, wherein the act of obtaining version information from a non-local 
source comprises, obtaining version information from a website. [ abstract, see internet, also fig2 part 



The method of claim 33, wherein the act of obtaining version information 

from a non-local source comprises, obtaining version information from a world wide web 

site. [ abstract, see internet, also fig2 part #75a] 

CLAIM 40. 

The method of claim 33, wherein the act of obtaining version information from a non-local 
source comprises, obtaining version information from dial-in server.[dial-in server is interpreted as a 
modem, fig l,part #54.also see 5:13] 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7,23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Apfel et al .US- 
PAT-NO: 5974454 hereinafter Apfel as applied in claim 4 in view of admitted prior art. 



CLAIMS. 



#75a] 



CLAIMS. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



CLAIM 7,23. 
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Apfel discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 4. Apfel doesn't explicitly 
disclose determining a basic input-output system version identifier value of the physical device, 
[page 1 line 10- 18]. However, applicants disclosure admits that determining a basic input-output 
system version identifier value of the physical device is old and well known.[page 1. lines 10-18]. 
Therefore,it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine Apfel and admission, to properly obtain updates for a computer module. 
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